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EGM Minutes

Date: 12 June 2026, 8pm
Location: online Total number of participants: 24 at start and then 27

1. Welcome (President) and Presidency takeover announcement

Rachael Harris, President has welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming. She announced that she
would be stepping down and that Pamela Gonzalez, the current Vice-President, would take over the
Presidency for the term June 2026 — 2029. Rachael Harris, the outgoing president, thanked the ETAS
volunteers for outstanding cooperation and received warm appreciation from the attendees. Pamela

Gonzalez was warmly welcomed by everyone as the incoming President.

2. Approval of the agenda
The agenda was approved by the majority with no changes. Lorence Demian Marienthal motioned to

approve the agenda, Rumana Yasin seconded the motion.

3. Ratification of Vice-President for term June 2026-2028

Rachael Harris reminded everybody of the takeover procedure for this position according to ETAS
Statutes. The nominee is going to take over from Pamela Gonzalez, and in 2 years this person will become
President. Dina Blanco-loannou, the new Vice-President briefly introduced herself, thanked everyone and

was warmly welcomed.

4. Ratification of National Coordinator for term February 2026 — 2029
The new National Coordinator, Agnes Huyton, was warmly welcomed. Rachael Harris clarified that she will
be working with Agnes as a SIG Coordinator, and Agnes will be looking over Regional groups. Thus, they

will be sharing the dual role previously held by the previous National Coordinator Sharon Acton.

5. Ratification of Public Relations Chair for term February 2026 — 2029
Lorence Demian Marienthal, the new Public Relations Chair, briefly introduced himself and his team, and

was welcomed by everyone.

6. Thank you to outgoing Executive Committee members
Rachael Harris thanked Sharon Acton, Rumana Yasin and Pamela Gonzalez for their valuable contributions
and commitment, and announced that several positions will become vacant later this year. More detailed

information will follow.



7. Approval to changes in statutes (detailed proposal provided in the agenda, the changes are in red)
Shortened General Meeting notice

13. Invitations to a General Meeting (GM) with the agenda and (if applicable) the financial report and
budget, the list of nominees for Executive Committee positions, the proposed changes to the Statutes shall
be made available to the members at least fourteen (14) days before the GM.

The change was accepted by a vote of 24 out of 27 attendees, motioned by Sonja Vingeswaren, seconded
by Rachael Harris.

Clarification of the procedure for assigning Executive Committee members

23. The Executive Committee has the right to fill vacancies arising by appointing provisional Executive
Committee members. These appointments are to be ratified/voted on at the next GM. The Executive
Commiittee is also entitled to invite members of ETAS to join sub-committees to help carry out its duties.
After a brief discussion, the change was accepted by a vote of 22 out of 27 attendees, motioned by

Guadalupe Salazar and seconded by Carol Waites.

8. Free membership draw (among AGM attendees)
Katie Hayoz presented a ‘wheel spin” with names of members present at the end of the meeting. Rumana
Yasin was the winner of the free membership, which will begin the day after her current membership

expires.

9. Any other business

A new ETAS member was welcomed by the membership and encouraged to volunteer. Rachael Harris
invited attendees to the upcoming PD Day in Bern on September 5th. She highlighted that ETAS has grown
stronger in recent years thanks to the joint efforts of all volunteers and is also financially healthy. The new

President, Pamela Gonzalez, supported her remarks. The President declared the meeting closed at 20:30.
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