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busi‧ness /ˈbɪznəs/ the activity of 
making money by producing, buying  

and selling goods, or providing 
services. 

See also international trade, 
commerce and finance. 

 

DEFINITION OF BUSINESS ( L O N G M A N  D I C T I O N A R Y  O F  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  E N G L I S H )  

 

“All these topics are found in the 
Market Leader series” 
 

http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/activity
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/buy
http://www.ldoceonline.com/dictionary/selling


A BRIEF HISTORY OF BUSINESS ENGLISH - 1960s 

In course books there was a 

focus was on:  

• Texts with comprehension 

questions and grammar 

• Specialist vocabulary  

• Repetition and drilling of 

vocabulary 

How was business conducted? 

“Agents worked on behalf of companies, 
secretaries would deal with correspondence- 
so (for businesspeople) there was no need to 
learn a foreign language” 

 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF BUSINESS ENGLISH - 1970s 

Start of using the 4 skills within a 

business context 

BBC brought out a course book & 

video. More emphasis on listening, 

communication and dialogue practice 

Specific topics e.g. Banking, 

Engineering.. were dealt with in 

textbooks.  

“The mid to late 70s saw the rise of the 
computer industry in the US” 
What impact did it have? 
All programming language was in English 



A BRIEF HISTORY OF BUSINESS ENGLISH - 1980s + 1990s 

Develop skills to deal with practical 

situations (introductions, making 

appointments, negotiating, telephoning) 

The start of company development 

programs for employees. 

New topics became very important: 

presentations, meetings, idioms (ice-

breaker, number cruncher) buzz words 

(yuppie, cell, awesome, do lunch) 

 

.  

“After the fall of the wall in Europe in 
the late 80s, companies started to deal 
directly with their counterparts” 



HOW LONG HAS MARKET LEADER BEEN AROUND? 

 

Since 2001, Market Leader has 

developed confident, fluent 

speakers who can use English in an 

international working environment. 

There are interviews (audio & video) 

with authentic business people 



DO YOU KNOW 3RD EDITION EXTRA?  

5 LEVEL COURSE FROM A1- C2 

“Since 2016, Extra has provided new 
Business Skills lessons. Task-based to 
develop skills in Presentations, 
Negotiations, Meetings and Small Talk” 

 
 



MYENGLISHLAB- ONLINE  INTERACTIVE EXERCISES 

For students- MEL offers online 

interactive exercises that 

correspond to each ML unit.  

For teachers- instant marking 

and reporting means less work.  

MEL can be used outside of the 

classroom for additional learning. 



VOCAB TRAINER & WORDLISTS 

The VT helps you with the following 

so that you can be confident about 

using new words: 

•  spelling 

•  meaning 

•  grammar 

•  collocation  

So now you can personalise your 

vocabulary 

There are now WORDLISTS 
giving the German definition 
of words in the ML series 



THE FT & THE PRACTICALITIES OF BUSINESS 

Students are exposed to the topics: 

• Buying 

• Selling 

• Merges & acquisitions 

• People skills 

• Marketing 

• Human resources 
 

Written by highly experienced 

journalists, economists and authors. 

 

Read by young & old 



 

MARKET LEADER PREMIER LESSONS 

 

 

Downloadable lessons based on recent  

Financial Times articles and updated on a 

weekly basis 
 

Authentic material from Pre-Int to Upper Int. 
 

Advantages for teachers: Select relevant text 

for class and level.  

Answer Keys for all activities. 
 

Subscribe: Backlog to previous editions 

“The latest topics: Fake news & 
Samsung Galaxy Note” 



ACTIVE TEACH 



1.   Travel l ing wi th in  Europe/  the wor ld  

  

2 .   Having an excel lent  sa lary  

  

3 .   Having quick ,  promot ional  prospects  

  

4 .   Having f r iend ly co l leagues and a fa i r  boss  

  

5 .   Work ing in  a re laxed envi ronment  

  

6 .   Being paid for  work ing over t ime  

  

7.   Having a f la t  h ierarchy  

  

8 .   D iscounts on the products  produced or  serv ices provided  

  

9 .   Perks re la ted to  a large company i .e .  heal th  insurance,  pension scheme,  company car  

  

10.   Able to  go on fur ther  t ra in ing courses  

 

HOW IMPORTANT ARE THE FOLLOWING IN A JOB?  

Scale:  1- Irrelevant  5- Don’t mind   10- Essential 

Pre-reading & group task: 
 

•  Can be done with college    

   students and employees 

•  Warm up to ML Unit 4-    

   Organisation 

 

 

 

 

.. and now you 



WORKING WITH MARKET LEADER (PRE- ACTIVITY)  

  Discuss photo and then quote 

 Not always relevant 

  Match vocabulary with 

definitions  

  Listening exercise  

  Department definitions 



WORKING WITH MARKET LEADER- GOOGLE 

What do you know about Google? 

Brainstorm ideas before reading… 
 

• Location 

• Owner/ CEO 

• Software/ Hardware 

• Success/ failure 

• and finally would you like to work 

for them? 

 

 

 

  What are perks- explain if necessary 

  Read for global comprehension then focus on new vocabulary  



GOOGLE SNAP SHOTS 

“Post-activity what perks does your 
company offer? Or does your company look 
like this- why not?” 

“Youtube: Google perks- the secrets 
behind America's favorite employer” 



CASE STUDY 

 

Grammar & 4 skills are built-up 

through the unit and recycled 

at the end of the unit. 
 

Used for group work and 

developing speaking abilities. 

The objective is to fulfill task. 
 



ALWAYS LEARNING 


