
.

Taking the best bits from 
“Flipped Learning”



Semantics

• “Flipped learning”

• “The flipped classroom”

• “Inverted learning”



A working definition

• Taking activities that are usually done in 
classroom and getting students to do 
them at home – therefore freeing up the 
classroom for more intensive language 
practice.

• Experts will say it is more than that.



This does not necessarily mean:

• “Please do the reading for homework and 
we will go over the answers tomorrow”



In the EFL/ESL context

• Youtube clips
• Ted talks / Ted Education
• Songs
• Community research
• Skype
• Authentic texts
• TV programmes and podcasts



When you think about it….

• All the things mentioned in the previous 
slide usually involve periods of relative 
passivity on the part of the student.

• Whereas drilling, workbook-style exercises 
actually have more activity in them 
(although they may not be as interesting)



So how about:

• Doing your own presentations?
• These can be done on a mobile phone. 
• Students listen to/watch the language 

presentation at home – then the lesson 
can start with a quick recap before diving 
in to practising the language.



Classroom activities

• More room for intensive practice – both 
accuracy and fluency.

• Workbook-style exercises – with more 
opportunity for T-S interaction

• Drills
• Development work
• Bringing balance



The dog ate my homework!

There are always excuses/reasons
• Lack of wi/fi connectivity
• A poorer family may not have a computer 

or 4G phone
• TV programme – students miss the 

broadcast
……………………………………………………….



Know your class

• For these reasons I do not advocate a 
fully flipped course – I stress it as a way 
to bring creativity, variation and a bit of 
imagination into the existing course.

• “Eclectic”



Software 

• There is software available that can allow you to 
check, in real time, what your students are 
doing at home.

• Eg: mentimeter.com

• However, my teacher development theories are 
always based on ways of making teachers’ lives 
easier….



The next day

• Feedback, going over answers, developing 
activities from the flipped session should 
still happen and be part of what a teacher 
does.

• Therefore, I have always shied away from 
the using interactive (snooping?) websites.



Things I have flipped

• Songs – Dido works well
• Mr Bean
• Ted.com “Why work doesn’t work” by 

Jason Fried.
• Grammatical presentations
• http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/lis

tening-skills-practice



A specific use - noticing

• “…the learner must attend to and notice 
linguistic features of the input that they 
are exposed to if those forms are to 
become intake for learning…”

• https://www.slideshare.net/marcewinchester/the-noticing-hypothesis-
explanation-and-practical-applications



Therefore:

• Roughly-tuned-input or (semi)authentic 
texts can be used – provided the tasks 
that the students are expected to perform 
are manageable.



Summary

• A starting point for flipping/inverting 
classes is to be more imaginative with 
homework – it doesn’t ned to be just 
Workbook exercises, tedious reading 
comprehensions or essays.

• In this computer-age, it can be more.



Let’s have a go…..




