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Death on the Prom

http://sflip.excellencegateway.org.uk/

What does      represent? 
So what is S       ? And h     ?

is a very common word. 
What could it be?



Death on the Prom

One night at about half ten a man and a woman 
walked out onto the sand. The man and the 
woman walked hand in hand in the moonlight. At 
the bandstand the couple walked right out into 
the water. At first light the couple lay dead on the 
sand.



Photo Credit: <a 
href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/40778629@N00/2836769767/">innpictime ζ♠♠ρٱḉ†ٱᶬ₹ 
Ȝ͏ ۞° ʖ</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 

Photo Credit: <a 
href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/46258685@N00/6010032276/">
DG Jones</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/">cc</a>

Using existing 
knowledge of the 
world, or culture



Recognising genre

Photo Credit: <a href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/95572727@N00/6341844005/">Stuck in 
Customs</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/">cc</a>

Recognising genre



Recognising script and relating it 
to sounds and graphemes

Photo Credit: <a 
href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/90601021@N00/475825751/">wgossett</a> via <a 
href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/">cc</a>



Recognising 
words

Photo Credit: <a 
href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/95492938@N00/110374770/">Kaptain 
Kobold</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/">cc</a>

Recognising words



Using syntactic clues to 
process information Photo Credit: <a 

href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/37448584
N00/355520093/">clairemaphone</a> via <a 
href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by
nc/2.0/">cc</a>



Understanding relations between parts 
of a text, through cohesive devices



Top-down and bottom-up processing

Top-down   
processing

starts from the 
listener
(knowledge of topic, 
situation, speaker, text 
type)             

Bottom-up 
processing 

starts from the 
text



Top-down and bottom-up processing



Top-down and bottom-up processing

‘Bottom-up processing is not thought 
to be a very efficient way to approach 
a text initially, and is often contrasted 
with top-down processing, which is 
thought to be more efficient.’

From a very well-known 
methodology site for English 
Language teachers.



Washing clothes



… reading is a psycholinguistic guessing game. It 
involves an interaction between thought and 
language. Efficient reading does not result from 
precise perception and identification of all 
elements, but from skill in selecting the fewest, 
most productive cues necessary to produce 
guesses which are right the first time.

Goodman, Kenneth S., Reading: a 
psycholinguistic guessing game, Journal of 
the Reading Specialist, Vol 6, issue 4, 1967



According to Grabe and Stoller (2011,p23) in each and every two seconds of 
reading, fluent readers:

‘1 focus on and access 8-10 word meanings
2 parse a clause for information and form a meaning unit 
3 figure out how to connect a new meaning unit into the growing text model 
4 check interpretation of the information according to their purposes, feelings, 
attitudes and background expectations as needed
5 monitor their comprehension, make appropriate inferences, shift strategies and 
repair misunderstanding, as needed.
6 resolve ambiguities, address difficulties and critique text information, as 
needed.’



Teaching reading skills: 
mostly a waste of time?

Catherine Walter and Michael Swan IATEFL 2008 Exeter

Photo Credit: <a href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/14529257@N03/4654424717/">Steve A 
Johnson</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/">cc</a>



The phonological loop

Gathercole and Badderly
1995



‘We would not allow a driver on 
the road without first 
demonstrating a series of small-
scale actions (turn on the ignition –
put the car into gear – look in the 
mirror – take off the handbrake –
depress the accelerator) which the 
learner needs to practise. The trick 
of mastering this …lies firstly in 
combining small-scale operations 
into larger ones and secondly in 
applying them until they become 
automatic and demand minimal 
conscious attention.’ John Field 

Photo Credit: <a href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/73115625@N00/2551635273/">DavidDMuir</a> 
via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-
nd/2.0/">cc</a>
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Navigate B2



A syllabus for reading skills
A2 B1 B1+ B2

• Understanding 
conjunctions 
(and, or 
because, but)

• Pronoun 
referencing

• Time 
sequencers

• Comparison
• Guessing 

unknown words

• Predicting 
before you 
read 

• Ellipsis
• Reason and 

result linkers
• Recognising 

paraphrasing
• Reference 

words (this, so 
one)

• Contrast linkers

• Reference 
(pronouns and 
others)

• Complex noun 
phrases (long 
subjects)

• Linkers (addition, 
time ref, emphasis, 
giving both sides)

• Understanding 
paraphrasing

• Questioning a text 
• Complex noun 

phrases (long
objects)

• Guessing the meaning 
of words

• Skimming using topic 
sentences

• Linkers (clarification, 
exemplification, cause 
or reason)

• Ellipsis
• Reference (pronouns, 

auxiliaries, adverbs, so 
and such)

• Complex sentences 
(participle clauses, 
relative clauses, longer 
subjects or objects)



Photo Credit: <a href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/95413346@N00/5956240019/">Elvert 
Barnes</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/">cc</a>



‘….giving them a text and giving them 
another text and giving them another 
text and checking to see if they got 
the comprehension questions right or 
wrong.’

John Field

Photo Credit: <a 
href="https://www.flickr.com/photos/89882948@N05/12221292443/">o.t
acke</a> via <a href="http://compfight.com">Compfight</a> <a 
href="https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/">cc</a>
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