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‘Creative writing’ by Gervase Phin

My story on Monday began:
Mountainous seas crashed on the cliffs, 
and the desolate land grew wetter…
The teacher wrote a little note: Remember the 
capital letter!

My poem on Tuesday began:
Red tongues of fire
Licked higher and higher
From smoking Etna’s top…
My teacher wrote a little note: Where is your full 
stop?

My story on Wednesday began 
Through the lonely, pine-scented wood
There twists a hidden path…
The teacher wrote a little note: Start a 
paragraph!

My poem on Thursday began:
The trembling child,
Eyes dark and wild,
Frozen midst the fighting…
The teacher wrote a little note: Take care – untidy 
writing

My story on Friday began:
The boxer bruised and bloody lay,
His eye half closed and swollen…
The teacher wrote a little note: Use a semi-colon!

Next Monday my story will begin:
Once upon a time…

Gervase Phin (2013) Poems to Perform Macmillan Children’s Books, p.62
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1. Think outside the box



Creative thinking (divergent thinking)

McGregor, D. (2007) Developing Thinking, Developing Learning McGraw Hill Open University Press





2. Think inside the box



Critical thinking (convergent) 

Creative thinking (divergent)

McGregor, D. (2007) Developing Thinking, Developing Learning McGraw Hill Open University Press



“In the twenty-first century, mobile phones have had a positive impact on our daily lives.” 
Do you agree? 

1. Work in groups. Brainstorm arguments for and against the sentence.

2. Decide if you agree or disagree and choose the three best arguments from your 
brainstorm.

3. Write your essay.





For sale: Baby shoes. Never worn.

E. Hemingway



Boy wizard beats Voldemort 
seven times.



3. Ask higher order thinking questions



Wragg, EC (2001) Questioning in the Secondary School Routledge

• On average, 2 questions per minute, 400 per day

• That’s 70,000 a year, 2-4 million in a career

• 4-8% of questions are higher order

• Allow 3 seconds for lower order, 10 seconds for higher

• On average, a student asked 1 question per lesson



• What else…?
• How could you make it better?
• What would happen if…
• What do you think will happen next?
• How could we do it differently?
• Can you add something…?



4. Break habitual patterns of thinking



You have to drive on 
the right. 
You don’t have to wear 
a school uniform.
You can get married 
when you are 18.
You can’t leave school 
before you are 18.



Sea Island
You can swim with the dolphins.
You don’t have to pay taxes.

MoldoSyria
You have to study English.
You can’t have a car. You have to cycle.

Bromanitaly
In the morning you have to drive on the right, and in the 
evening you have to drive on the left.



Jones, C & Barber, D. (2018) ETpedia Grammar Pavilion ELT 



Receptionist: Hello, can I help you?
Guest: I have a reservation. My name is Long. Jane Long.
Receptionist: Ah, yes. For two nights.
Guest: That’s right.
Receptionist: Can I have your passport and a credit card?
Guest: Sure. Here you are.
Receptionist: Can you fill in this form?
Guest: Of course. 
Receptionist: Here is your key. Your room is 301 on the 3rd floor. 

Breakfast is between 7 and 10 on the first floor.  
Guest: Thank you very much.



Receptionist: Hello, can I help you?
Guest: I have a reservation. My name is Long. Jane Long.
Receptionist: Ah, yes. For two nights.
Guest: That’s right.
Receptionist: Can I have your passport and a credit card?
Guest: Sure. Here you are.
Receptionist: I’m sorry but this isn’t your passport. 
Guest: What?!
Receptionist: …
Guest: …
Receptionist: …
Guest: …



5. Allow thinking time



When and where do you have your most creative ideas??

“On vacation”

“In the 
shower”

“Travelling to 
and from 

work”



The Last Words Ever Breathed

The sun at dawn
The sun in a happy mood
Blue skies
Pale but full clouds
The sun being dragged towards the green earth
Getting lower
Good bye, sun

Seemin Mohammed



6. Share like an artist





7. Assess creative thinking (?)





Bill Lucas (2016) A Five-Dimensional Model of Creativity and its Assessment in Schools, 
Applied Measurement in Education, 29:4, 278-290, DOI: 10.1080/08957347.2016.1209206 

“Currently there is no widely used definition of creativity 
in schools and no commonly accepted framework for 
assessing its development. 

Yet, if creativity is to be taken more seriously by teachers 
and educational policy makers we must be clearer about 
what it is. 

It will also help if there is an approach to assessing it that 
is both rigorous enough to be credible and user-friendly 
enough actually to be used by busy educators.”



Lucas, B., G. Claxton and E. Spencer (2013), “Progression in Student Creativity in 
School: First Steps Towards New Forms of Formative Assessments”, OECD 
Education Working Papers, No. 86, OECD Publishing. 



The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/



1. Think outside the box
2. Think inside the box
3. Ask higher order thinking questions
4. Break habitual patterns of thinking
5. Allow thinking time
6. Share like an artist
7. Assess creative thinking (?)
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