
Blending Tradition and Technology:

Interacting with Web and Print



Today’s presentation 

Why and where does blended learning usually go wrong, or doesn’t even happen?

A solution for online practice: Macmillan Practice Online

How to blend Macmillan Practice Online with print: Examples

Conclusion



Where many blended learning 
programmes go wrong: 

No vision

No goal: Adding something to your classes just because you can

No blend: Splitting the delivery mechanism into face-to-face and online learning

No leader

No support: Fail to support teacher/learner

No teacher involvement



The Teacher and Technology: 

“…the effectiveness of CALL depends greatly on teachers ”

“…while it may lead ultimately to autonomy, it cannot yet be regarded as being a 
self-access operation”

(Jones, 2001)

“… if the instructor is not actively involved , the students will not participate either.”

(Laura Loder Büchel, Zürich and Schaffenhausen Universities of Teacher Education)

Technology adds an exciting dimension to ELT, 
IF it is embraced by the teacher!



Top tips for teachers…

to achieve the perfect blend

� Use an easily navigable web site 

� Articulate your objectives and expectations clearly

� Don’t just add, dare to blend!
– Use or refer to material with students in class 

– Give online and traditional assignments

– Provide feedback (in class and/or online)
– Don’t hesitate to follow up on online assignments

� Provide space for discussion for learners 

� YOU do the teaching, not technology!



What is Macmillan Practice Online?

• An online practice environment for learners of English as a foreign language

• Each MPO course contains a carefully-chosen selection of high-quality 
resources

• MPO courses include
– language and vocabulary exercises, 

– listening and pronunciation practice, 

– web projects 
– games. 

• All courses have been carefully designed by experienced ELT authors to 
ensure that the activities are exactly the right level and that progression is well-
paced through the course.  

• MPO courses are accessible anywhere with an Internet connection – just log 
on with your user ID and password
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Students can create own word list, 
check words in the dictionary and

look up grammar points

Students can set up 
links to favourite websites and 

activities from the content database

Students can view their course
material, do the Resources and

get immediate feedback on results



MPO Print Course Support
New Inside Out
Key features

� Units mirroring the units in the 
student’s book

� Review sections

� Exercise types

� Language, Vocabulary and 
Grammar exercises

� Listening and pronunciation 
practice

� Web projects

� Over 100 resources in total

� Price: GBP11 (one students’ access 
for 12 months)



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
page 92/93



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
3 MPO exercises



NIO Pre-Intermediate: Unit 10 – Lifestyle

��� � MPO to expand topic areas!



NIO Pre-Intermediate: Unit 10 – Lifestyle

� MPO to enlarge vocabulary areas!

� MPO to practice grammar in new contexts!



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – with Internet access in class

1a) Pre-reading activity:

Students look at the cars on page 92. 

Teacher asks:

Can you describe the cars? 

Which one do you think is the most 
expensive? The oldest? The fastest? 

Which one is your favourite?



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – with Internet access in class

1b) Reading activity:

T splits class in 3 groups. 

Groups read one paragraph of the text each. 

Groups then get together to find out which of the three 
cars the paragraph is about. 

One member of each group reports back to the class.



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – with Internet access in class

1c) Post-reading activity: 

Class discussion.

T asks

Have you ever had a car? What was your first car like? 

Look at person a again – what happened to his first car? 
Did your first car ever break down? 

Have you ever used the AA? Do you know what it is?



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – with Internet access in class

2a) Pre-listening activity: 

Students look at the picture in the MPO 
exercise “A radio interview”. 

T asks what happened to the lady.



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – with Internet access in class

2b) Listening activity:

Students listen to Brett Coster from the AA.

Students find out:

-if the AA can help the lady, 

- what other services the AA provides.

Students listen a second time and complete the exercise.



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – with Internet access in class

2c) Post-listening activity: 

T divides S in pairs for Role Play: 

Student A is Brett Coster from the AA, and student B is person A in the reading 
exercise. 

Person A is thinking about becoming a member of the AA and asks questions 
about the services the AA provides.



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – without Internet access in class

1a) Pre-reading activity: 

Students look at the cars on page 92. 

T asks: Can you describe the cars? 

T draws car on the board and elicits 
vocabulary related to cars. T writes write 
vocabulary on board.



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – without Internet access in class

1b) Reading activity:

Students read the text on p. 92 and write down names of parts 
of cars (p. 93 exercise 1). 

1c) Post-reading activity: 

T asks students to draw a car, and add the names of the car 
parts to the car.

T asks students to make a list, like shown on p. 93, and split the 
parts of a car in important and not important things to consider
when they buy a car.

Students compare with a partner.



New Inside Out Pre-Intermediate
Unit 10 – Lifestyle, 
Lesson idea – without Internet access in class

Homework:

Complete the MPO exercise “The parts of a car”. Students add 
the parts to their drawn car, and to their table.

� Follow-up activity during next lesson:

Students sell their cars! 

Dialogue with partner between sales 
person trying to sell their drawn car, and 
buyer asking for what he/she thinks to be 
important parts of the car.



FCE Practice online & Ready for FCE

� Matching Syllabus 
Components

� Digital practice exams 
for your students to 
prepare for test



MPO Exam Course – FCE
Key features

� Six units mirroring the format of 
the FCE exam (= 6 practice 
exams).

� Each unit is grouped in

� Reading

� Writing (“Sample Essays”)

� Use of English

� Listening

� Over 100 resources in total

� Price: GBP8 (one students’
access for 12 months)



Why use MPO for blended learning?

• Easily navigable web site 

• Clear objective: extra practice

• Works alongside your current print resources

• Provides engaging digital resources and many opportunities for fun lessons.

• Equips students with appropriate extra practice and grammar practice
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For more information, visit:

www.macmillanpracticeonline.com

Contact me at:

e.schmidt@macmillan.com


