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“In relation to language learning, the expectation that all 

learners in a class will be at the same level of proficiency …

is giving way to approaches which allow more personalised

learning. Such trends stress further the need for learner 

autonomy and diversity of learning materials.”

English Next – David Graddol, British Council, 2006



What does reading feel like to a weak L2 
reader?

What can fast, fluent and confident L2 

readers do?

How can we train students to be fast, fluent 
and confident readers?

Overview



“Full Moon” - James Schofield, Business Spotlight  03-2010

What does reading feel like to a 
weak L2 reader?



Handle the complex literacy demands of modern society 
because they can:

rapidly find and identify main ideas in texts

recognise and internalise recently learned vocabulary 

observe how language studied in class is applied in 
alternative situations

develop fluency through ‘chunk’ recognition

learn new words from context

Good L2 readers …



‘Chunk’ recognition

Wilhelm Adler became the respected

managing director of a large machine-tool

company, largely thanks to his magnificent 

moustache.

Every morning he brushed each side fifty times 

with a special comb, cut any hairs that were 

too long and then practised making special 

faces in the mirror. These faces, combined 

with his moustache, were the secret of his 

success.

“The Moustache” - James Schofield, Business Spotlight  01-2011
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devotchkas

malchicks

gullivers

glazzies

rot

sharps

New words in context



There were three                     sitting at the 

counter all together, but there were four of us               

and it was usually like one for all and 

all for one. These               were dressed in the 

heighth of fashion too, with purple and green 

and orange wigs on their                  , each one 

not costing less than three or four of those 

sharps‘ wages, I should reckon, and make-up 

to match (rainbows round the                  , that 

is and the        painted very wide).

“Clockwork Orange” Anthony Burgess

devotchkas

malchicks

gullivers

glazzies

rot

sharps

New words in context



An approach that emphasizes fluent reading 
of a lot of text at a comfortable pace and 

with a high level of understanding 

Reading is enjoyable and rewarding, not a 
struggle

Ultimately, reading is done out of class, 

alone

What should we aim for?



Research* shows following steps help 
fluency development:

Text preview
Pre-presentation of vocabulary
Repeated processing of same text leading to 

• Close attention to language features 

• Language ‘chunk’ recognition

* Teaching and researching: Reading – William Grabe, Fredericka L.
Stoller, Pearson Education Ltd, 2002

How?



Comprehensible input (LL-1), level-

controlled vocabulary / grammar / idioms, 
maximum 2-3 unknown per page

Fiction  (narrative and dialogue easier to 

read than pure prose)

Variety of material to develop learner 
fluency

…and this means

The ideal texts …



Business Spotlight
short stories!



Story matrix

1) Preview

2) Pre-teach 

vocabulary

3) Read alone and 

complete story 
matrix. Compare 

notes with partner

4) Listen to reading of 

story

5) Timed reading

6) Retell story with 

story matrix

7) Post reading 

activities



Books
1) English Next – David Graddol, British Council, 2006

2) The power of reading – Stephen Krashen, Libraries Unlimited Inc., 
1993

3) Teaching and researching: Reading – William Grabe, Fredericka L. 
Stoller, Pearson Education Ltd, 2002

Background articles

1) Graded readers in English – David R. Hill ELT Journal Volume 
62/2 April 2008 

2)  Why extensive reading should be an indispensable part of all 
language programs – Dr Rob Waring, Notre Dame Seishin
University Okayama, Japan August 2008 
www.extensivereading.net

Websites
1) www.extensivereading.net

2) http://www.business-spotlight.de

Useful references


