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Overview

• Technology check up

• Friend or foe?

• Cambridge Financial  English – blended learning for 
dummies

• Round-up



Technology check up
• Pencil / paper / books
• Black / whiteboard, flipchart
• Overhead projector
• Cassette / CD player
• Video / DVD player
• Camera 
• MP3 player
• Computer (incl. on-line learning, Skype etc)
• Multimedia projector
• Internet

– YouTube
– Interactive whiteboards
– Blogs
– Wikis / Moodles
– Social media tools (e.g. Facebook, Ning, 2nd Life, Twitter)



What should we do? 

• The telephone has too many shortcomings to be 
seriously considered as a practical form of 
communication. The device is inherently of no value to 
us. Western Union memo – 1878

• The horse is here to stay, but the automobile is only a 
novelty – a fad. Michigan Savings Bank, bank president advises against 
investing in Ford in 1903. 

• If I'd asked my customers what they wanted, they'd have 
said ‘A faster horse’. Henry Ford

• There is no reason for any individual to have a computer 
in the home. Kenneth Olsen, CEO  Digital Equipment Corporation  – 1977



SWOT – technology and EFL teachers

Strengths
Young people are into it

Attractive

Sexy

Motivating

Once you‘ve prepared

Flexibility

Amount of resources

Accessibility

Autonomous learning

Students interact

independant of teacher

Global reach

Makes teacher look

professional

Authentic

Blended learning

Weaknesses
Technology weariness

PPT overload

Vulnerable to technical

faults

Can‘t use everywhere

Internet connections

Cost

Time consuming

Preparation

Tech support

Lack of personal contact

Opportunities
Window to future teaching

Opportunities

Constantly new resources

Can save time if used

Cleverly

Wide availability

Expands teaching

Opportunities

(Payment via PayPal)

Threats
Environmentally

damaging

Addictive

Make teachers

Redundant

Increase of job stress

Tech stress can damage

quality of teaching

Courses become tech

driven



Cambridge Financial English



About CFE

• 75 hours online self-study - 25 hours classroom 
• Upper intermediate level (B2/C1)  
• Finance and accountancy focus
• Develops reading, writing, listening and speaking skills
• Twenty topic-based modules
• Comprehensive teaching notes 
• Accessible any time



Blended learning - benefits

• Flexibility

• Efficiency

• Range of instructional materials 

• Autonomous learning

• Peer-to-peer 

• Computer patience – teacher personalisation



Benefits for the teacher

• Broaden your offer and enhance employability 

• Enhance reputation with customers (the ‘Wow!’ factor)

• Easy learning curve

• Reduce preparation time (build your own interactive whiteboard?)



Start the course



Course and section menus



Introduction section



Case study: Problem background



Introduction video



Reading



Reading comprehension 1



Reading comprehension 2



Writing 1



Writing 2



Listening



Speaking



The face-to-face session



The face-to-face session



The face-to-face session



From the face-to-face session



Course administration – Student view



Course administration – Teacher view



Cambridge Financial English



Conclusion

• Students and teachers should have a shared conceptual 

understanding of the technology they are working with

• Students and teachers should understand the application 
of technology and recognise its educational potential

• Technology has to be accessible and work first time
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Support for teachers
� New Teacher Support Website

www.teachers.CambridgeESOL.org

� Free resources - lesson plans, handbooks etc.

� Exam discussion forums 

� Teacher tips 

� Publications for exam preparation

� Past Paper Packs

� Speaking Test Preparation Packs

� Top Tips Series for candidates

� Seminars and conferences


